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OUR PURPOSE:
To promote political responsibility through informed and active participation of
citizens in government and to act on selected government issues

In This Issue

Annual Meeting 2016

LWVT Annual Meeting
Senator Montford Answers League
Questions

Our Featured Speaker:
Commissioner Bryan Desloge

Climate Change and Sustainability
S & A Group

Since joining the Leon County

Voter Services

Commission in 2006, Commissioner

Welcome New Members

Desloge has worked to promote many
of the issues that are of concern to

Statewide Membership Campaign

members of League, including but not
limited to, health care and the
environment.
He currently serves as the County's Board representative on
the Capital Region Transportation Planning Agency

01 Friday 12:00 noon
Joint City/County Commissions
Status of Women & Girls
Oasis Center

(CRTPA); the Community Redevelopment Council (CRA);
the Criminal Justice, Mental Health, and Substance Abuse
Reinvestment Advisory Council, Downtown Improvement

317 E. Call Street

Authority; Downtown Merchants and Business Association;

02 Saturday 9:00 a.m.

Canopy Roads Citizen Advisory Committee and others. He

48th Annual Springtime
Tallahassee Festival
Downtown Tallahassee
09 Saturday 10:00 - 1:00 p.m.

the Canvassing Board; Citizen Advisory Committee, the
is the founder and former president of Desloge Home
Oxygen & Medical Equipment, a Tallahassee company that
specializes in providing durable home medical equipment
and respiratory services.

LWVT Annual Meeting &
Luncheon
Capital City Country Club
1601 Golf Terrace Drive

Bryan Desloge earned his Bachelor's Degree in Finance and
Real Estate from Florida State University in 1983. After

12 Tuesday 3:00 p.m.
Leon County Commission
County Courthouse 5th floor

college, he spent almost 10 years with IBM in the Florida
Panhandle working with public sector accounts in an
administrative and marketing capacity.

12 Tuesday 6:00 p.m.

Our members will be certain to have many questions for

Public Hearing on Revised

Commissioner Desloge, who has always been responsive to

Revisions to Land
And Development Code Re:

the concerns of the League and the citizens of Leon County.

Private & Charter School Sites &
Joint City/County Transmittal
Public Hearing on Cycle 2016-1
Comp Plan Amendments
County Courthouse 5th floor
12 Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
Leon County School Board
Howell Center

Date

Saturday, April 9, 2016

Time

10:00 a.m. -- 1:00 p.m.

Location

Capital City Country Club
1601 Golf Terrace Drive

Menu

3955 W. Pensacola Street

sauce or grilled Italian portobello mushroom,
tossed garden salad, vegetables, rolls and

13 Wednesday 4:00 p.m.

butter, coffee and tea.

City Commission Meeting
City Hall 2nd Floor

Roasted pork tenderloin with a creamy dijon

Cost

18 Monday 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Members - $20

The first three student members

CRTPA Meeting

to RSVP eat FREE!

City Hall 2nd Floor
19 Tuesday 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Nonmembers - $23

Schedule

10:00 a.m.: Business Meeting

Tallahassee Ethics Board

11:00 a.m.: Mimosas & Networking

Meeting

11:30 a.m.: Buffet is Open

City Hall 2nd Floor
26 Tuesday 3:00 p.m.
Leon County Commission

12:00 noon: Our Speaker
1:00 p.m.:

Meeting Adjourned

County Courthouse 5th floor
26 LWVT Board Meeting 6:00
p.m.
United Church in Tallahassee
1834 Mahan Drive
26 Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
Leon County School Board
Howell Center

FOR RESERVATIONS please call 309-3005 and leave a
message or email LWVTallahassee@gmail.com.
Because the League must pay for reservations cancelled
after Wednesday, April 6, those who cancel late should
reimburse the League for the cost of their reservations.

3955 W. Pensacola Street
27 Wednesday 4:00 p.m.
City Commission Meeting
City Hall 2nd Floor

Who Says There's No Such Thing as a Free Lunch!

Be the first person to correctly identify the person who led a three-week march of children
to a U.S. President's home and win a free lunch at the April Annual Meeting. Reply to
Linda Davis by phone (878-7320 or 559-0935) or by email at lgdavis75@gmail.com.

LWVT Annual Meeting
Please read the following and come to the Annual Meeting
prepared to exercise your right to vote!
The membership will vote on the following five items of business:
1. Officers for 2016-2017. The slate proposed by the Nominating Committee is:
President:

Kathy Winn

Vice-President:

Linda Davis

Secretary:

Jessica Lowe-Minor

Treasurer:

Peggy Ramsey

Board of Directors: Liz Holifield, Maggie Lawrence, Margie Thomas, Teri Cleeland
2. Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws. The following amendments to the bylaws are
proposed by the Board of Directors (deleted language is indicated by strike-through;
added language is indicated by underlining):
Article VII, Section 2: Annual Meeting: An Annual Meeting shall be held before April 30,
the end of the fiscal year, the exact date to be determined by the board. The Annual
Meeting shall: (a) adopt a local Program and Positions for the ensuing year, (b) elect
officers and directors, members of the Nominating Committee, (c) adopt an adequate
budget, and (d) transact such other business as may properly come before it.
Article VIII, Section 1: Nominating Committee:
The Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Directors at least two
months prior to the Annual Meeting and shall consist of three to five members, at least
two of whom shall be board members. The Nominating Committee shall receive
nominations for officers and directors from any voting member.
3. Program for 2016-2017. The proposed LWVT Program for 2016--2017 is as follows:
Voter Service
Register and educate voters, e.g., during Saturday Downtown Market, at League
activities, and by tabling at allied organization functions. Conduct outreach to community
leaders and allied organizations in adjoining counties to facilitate collaboration on
candidate forums, including Big Bend Environmental Forum and WFSU Bandwagon.

Educate the public on voter registration changes. Work with Leon County Supervisor of
Elections to advance election reform. Develop and promote Vote411Leon.org, including
voter education on proposed constitutional amendments. Support efforts to restore voting
rights of convicted felons who have completed their sentences.
Promote Political Responsibility
Continue to inform members and the public about civic responsibilities and issues through
monthly Hot Topic meetings as well as through a variety of community events. Promote
League positions taken on proposed constitutional amendments. Support anti-corruption
legislation.
Local Government
Engage with elected and appointed officials and staff members of local governmental
entities in order to be informed of and investigate issues related to the League program
that are of interest to members. Monitor City of Tallahassee and County Commission
agendas and minutes to be alert to evolving issues and to promote efficient and
responsible local governments. Participate in related state and national League studies.
Education
Continually monitor Leon County Schools to determine the extent to which students in the
county have access to a free public school system, in keeping with LWVUS and LWVF
policy and position statements. In 2016-2017, this would include monitoring standardized
testing reduction efforts, the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program (vouchers), the
privatization of public education, and early childhood education.
Health Care
Support, monitor, and take action for ongoing national, state, and local physical and
mental health care policies with educational and legislative initiatives that promote socioeconomic, racial, ethnic, age and disability equity in accessing affordable, quality health
care for all and control of costs. Advocate for the expansion of Florida's Medicaid
Program. Support funding for providers of health care for the uninsured and initiatives to
reduce infant mortality and food insecurity. Support accreditation of local hospitals and
birthing centers as Baby Friendly.
Climate Change and Sustainability
Educate League members and the community on climate and environmental
sustainability issues. Promote local and regional initiatives to ameliorate climate change
and enhance long-term sustainability.
Economic Justice
Promote existing League positions and activities that address economic disparity. Seek to
enhance educational and economic opportunity, education reform, progressive taxation,
children and families, juvenile justice and access to health care in the local area. Expand
the City of Tallahassee's digital canopy to low-income areas including South City and

Frenchtown.
Lobby Corps
Continue to support the LWVF's legislative advocacy effort at the Capitol by training
volunteers in citizen advocacy, including monitoring and reporting on state legislative
action of specific interest to the LWVF, such as health care, education, energy, land use,
natural resources (especially water), taxation and election law.
4. Positions for 2016-2017. The Positions LWVT recommends for adoption in 2016-2017
are as follows:
Transportation
July 1994, the LWVT supports a transportation system that protects the environment and
neighborhoods and gives incentives for multi-person transit. To this end, LWVT supports
parking limitations, dedicated high occupancy vehicle lanes, Transportation Demand
Management strategies such as flex-time, telecommuting and ride-sharing. The LWVT
agrees that consideration should be given to a light rail system.
The LWVT supports establishment of a countywide bicycle and pedestrian system of bike
lanes, bike paths and sidewalks to facilitate motor-free transportation. The LWVT supports
creation of a balanced transportation system that emphasizes protection of the
environment and underscores the need for alternatives to single occupancy vehicles.
Emphasis is placed on accommodating people who cannot or choose not to drive an
automobile.
April 2012, the LWVT supports a safer environment for pedestrians and bikers on
Tennessee Street. The League supports a reduction in the number of lanes for cars to
four, with turn lanes, where the remaining two lanes are designated as bus lanes also
available to bicycle traffic that separate pedestrians from fast-moving automobile traffic.
The League supports "Moving Tallahassee: Cars Optional," the creation of an eighteensquare-mile area in the heart of Tallahassee dedicated to creating a safe environment for
pedestrians, cyclists, and transit users.
Charter Government
July 2000, LWVT supports charter governments in Leon County. We support charter
review committees that review charters periodically and that have the power to propose
amendments to the charter for direct placement on the ballot at the next general election.
We believe all amendments to the charter should be accomplished by a simple majority
vote. We support "an achievable percentage" of registered voters to bring about citizen
petition; we oppose requiring 10 percent of registered voters from each district for citizen
initiatives. We support establishing oversight of constitutional officers. We oppose allowing
county ordinances to supersede city ordinances.
In 2002, Leon County became a charter county; LWVT supported the amendment. We

support a non-partisan election of the Supervisor of Elections and city and county
commissioners. We support fair and equitable representation. We support the removal of
nonjudicial functions from the Clerk of the Circuit Court position.
In 2010, both the city and the county appointed charter review committees; LWVT was
represented on both committees.
Comprehensive Plan
In 1960-1961, LWVT supports measures in the Tallahassee Comprehensive Plan leading
to long-range City and County planning.
February 1964, LWVT advocates continued attention be paid to community planning with
support of measures that will provide the best long-range comprehensive planning for the
community.
1979, LWVT commits to actively participating in the Comprehensive Plan decisionmaking process and commits to encouraging citizen input.
We support full implementation of the official comprehensive land use plan.
Consolidation
October 1971, LWVT reaches consensus in support of the consolidation charter. (Charter
failed)
April 1973, LWVT supports the new Charter for Consolidation including changes made by
the Charter Commission. They include: (1) addition of a Department of Planning; (2)
procedural change in the recall of elective officials, by increasing the percentage of
qualified officials electors who must sign a petition from 10 percent to 20 percent; (3)
accountability for county officials (all officials would be required by the commission to
submit "uniform estimates or budgets for the operation of their offices..."); and (4) taxation
rate: "The commission shall provide and maintain a fair and just differential between the
tax levy in city and county."(Charter failed)
September 1991, LWVT supports the concept of consolidation if it provides for efficient
and accountable government, including support for citizen initiative, referendum, and
recall. Under consolidation, we support: a reduction of duplication of services; an
appointed, qualified administrator with clearly defined lines of authority and responsibility
and the power to appoint and fire department heads; coordinated countywide law
enforcement; adequate and equitable revenue sources with tax in proportion to service
provided. (Charter failed)
LWVT has supported consolidation of city and county governments since 1968.
However, public support has never reached the threshold needed to adopt the
consolidation measures on the ballot. While the two governments have never merged,

there has been some functional consolidation in the areas of storm water, growth
management, planning, parks and recreation, animal control, fire departments, and a joint
dispatch center for emergency services. LWVT continues to support functional
consolidation that provides for efficient and accountable government, reduces duplication
of services, and improves coordination of law enforcement countywide.
5. Budget for 2016-2017. The projected LWVT Budget for 2016-2017 is as follows:
FY 2016-17 PROPOSED BUDGET
Projected Estimated Projected
2015-16

2015-16

2016-17

Member Dues

9000

10000

10000

Meetings With Meals

8000

7549

9500

300

225

300

0

0

500

US Education Fund

300

300

300

State Lobby Fund

300

300

300

Member Donations

1000

900

4000

Board of Directors Fund:

1500

1450

1500

1200

1000

1200

Memorials

100

250

100

Other

200

200

200

25

17

0

5795

5795

3810

26220

26536

30210

2820

2956

2710

720

807

810

Advertising

2100

2149

1900

Communications

1200

1354

1700

Meetings With Meals

8700

9360

9500

800

575

800

State/National Meetings

2500

1943

2000

Per Member Payments/PMP:

7000

8932

9000

4400

5745

5800

Income Category

Fundraiser: Miscellaneous
Voter Services Publications

Susan B Anthony Membership

Interest Income
Carry Forward
TOTAL INCOME
Expense Category
Administration:
Board Expenses

Membership Recruitment/Retention

National

State

2300

2887

2900

300

300

300

State Lobby Fund

300

300

300

Outreach:

600

450

2000

Tabling and Materials

300

150

1700

Student Scholarships

300

300

300

700

100

700

Study & Action Groups

400

100

400

Membership Committee

100

0

100

Communication Committee

100

0

100

Voter Service Committee

100

0

100

Intern Stipend/Expenses

1100

500

1000

Board of Directors Fund

500

400

500

26220

26870

30210

US Education Fund

Committees/Study & Action Groups:

TOTAL EXPENSES

LWVF Council is Coming Up!
Official Council Dates! Mark your calendar: April 29-30!
LWVT's Board of Directors has voted to spend up to $2,000.00 to send up to 4 members
($500.00 each) to Council. Contact Peggy Ramsey at ramsey020@comcast.net or 3867589 if you are interested in taking advantage of this offer.
Meet at the Sheraton Orlando North in Maitland, FL, with LWVF President Pamela
Goodman, LWVF State Board Members, and other local leaders from around the state as
you gather to plan, learn, and strategize at the League's 2016 Council of Leaders this
year.
LWVF has reserved a block of rooms to be held at the Sheraton Orlando North for Council
attendees to book at a discounted group rate. Information about pricing, registration and
how to reserve your room are available here.
Held biennially, on even numbered years, the LWVF Council of Leaders is a two-day
event that features general plenary sessions discussing and voting on the LWVF 2016-17
budget; planning meetings for Voter Services Chairs, Local League Presidents, and
Treasurers; and eight different workshops allowing you to participate in four different
sessions during the two days of Council.
Some of these workshops will be repeated, ensuring that you and the other Council

attendees can attend the four workshops you are most interested in. These workshops
will be chaired by various leaders and veterans, and will be jam-packed with information
that will leave you better equipped to lead your local League in the coming months and
years. These tips, tricks, and tools of the trade offered in these workshops are truly
invaluable, and are included with your registration at no extra cost!

Senator Montford Answers League Questions
At our most recent Hot Topic luncheon on March 23, Senator Bill Montford answered
questions posed by the Public Education Study and Action
Group. Below is a summary of his remarks by subject area.
Charter School Regulation
Senator Montford expressed his support for charter schools as
an option to provide different educational approaches when
public schools are failing to meet the needs of students. In
recent years, however, he believes that some charter school

Sen. Bill Montford

programs "have become real estate ventures as opposed to educational providers."
Legislation passed this Legislative Session amended Section 1002.33, F.S.,
prohibiting charter schools from dismissing students based on academic performance,
requiring charter schools to provide a monthly financial statement summary sheet that
must be reviewed by the school district, and providing for the automatic termination of the
charter school contract following the receipt of two consecutive grades of "F". In addition,
charter schools must be located in Florida to receive capital outlay funds, school districts
are prohibited from delaying payment based upon timing of receipt of local funds by the
school board, and a remedy is provided if the local governmental authority refuses to
comply with statutes related to building and site planning. Charter schools received an
allocation of $75,000,000 in Capital Outlay funding, the same level of funding as received
by public schools.
Tax Credit Scholarship Programs
Senator Montford stated that he believes that these programs are basically voucher
programs and that tax dollars should be sent to the State for decisions as to how they are
spent. He indicated that there is a lack of accountability by the private schools funded
through these corporate tax credits.
Early Childhood and Voluntary Pre-K
No significant changes were made to the statutory requirements for early childhood and
voluntary Pre-K programs. Senator Montford expressed support for early education,
beginning with adequate prenatal care for women and educational services for children
from birth to three years of age.
Statewide Mandatory Testing Programs

When asked what changes were made in the statewide mandated testing programs,
Senator Montford stated that, "we are testing-obese in Florida and we've got to go on a
diet. We need less testing and we need to let teachers teach." He indicated that several
subject area representatives had actually asked that their areas be tested under the
theory that what gets tested, gets taught. However, during the 2016 Legislative Session,
few changes were made to the statewide testing program requirements.
Teacher Certification and Salaries
Senator Montford indicated that some lawmakers favor allowing some professionals to
teach without requiring educational preparation courses. HB 189 passed this Session
allowing teachers in the areas of science, technology, engineering or mathematics to
obtain a professional teaching certificate after one year of successful teaching and a
passing score on the Florida professional education competency examination. The
Senator does not support the Best and Brightest Program which was funded at $49 million
again this Session to award $10,000 to teachers with high SAT scores and good
evaluations. His position is that more funding and a better system is needed if teachers
are to be paid more.
Community Schools
Senator Montford is supportive of the community schools concept and praised the
schools in Orange County for their efforts to meet the needs of students and their families.
He is concerned that the State is not adequately meeting the needs of low income families
when it comes to food security and access to health care.
By Kathy Winn from material furnished by Sen. Montford's office

Climate Change and Sustainability Study and Action Group
Several of us went to the appropriations hearing which was scheduled to bring up a
second chance for the Fracking Bill SB318. When the bill came up for discussion the
author decided to table it. So all the persons there to speak against the bill, or at least
register opposition to the Bill were rewarded for making a second appearance within one
week.
Study of fracking in Florida is tabled for at least another year.
We continue to meet with the Sustainable Tallahassee Renewable
Energy Advocacy Group monthly. Currently we are trying to influence
the City of Tallahassee to commit a substantial portion of the 20MW
grid that is planned to be built at the airport to be available as
Community Solar. We had a lengthy discussion on how best to
present the City of Tallahassee's plans to the community at large.
Many feel that information could be easier to find. We will continue to examine this

question.
Dot Skofronick,
Chair, Climate and Sustainability

Voter Services
Your opportunity to ask our local candidates those questions that have
been keeping you up at night is approaching!
Please put the following events and dates on your calendars:
1. The Local Government Study and Action Group's Local Candidates Forums:
a. Wednesday, July 27 and Thursday, July 28, at Tallahassee City Hall at
6:00 p.m.
b. Wednesday, October 12 and Thursday, October 13, at Tallahassee City Hall
at 6:00 p.m.
2. Big Bend Environmental Forum
a. Thursday, August 11, at Tallahassee City Hall at 5:15 p.m.
b. Thursday, October 6, at Tallahassee City Hall at 5:15 p.m.
3. VOTE411LEON.org is LWVT's web site that helps voters easily access
information they need to make a more informed choice on election day. Volunteer
members of the League of Women Voters of Tallahassee have created this impartial,
nonpartisan Online Guide available at VOTE411LEON.org.
As for the questions causing you to lose sleep, join forces with other concerned members
of LWVT and help formulate the questions for the above forums and for VOTE411LEON.
org . If you are able to assist with developing these questions please contact Janet
Findling.
Janet Findling
Voter Services Chair
850/942-2291
janetfindling@comcast.net

Lara Perez-Felkner

Statewide Membership Campaign Launches

Membership Matters Statewide Awards System

Category
Red

Description

Award

Local League with the largest

Two individual registrations to LWVF

percentage increase in New

Council in Orlando, April 29 & 30

Memberships
White

Local League Member who recruits the Cash rewards: 6 = $5.00, 7 = $10.00,
most New Members

8 = $15.00, 9 = $20.00, 10 = $25.00,
11+ = $50.00

Blue
Star

Local League with the largest

One individual registration to LWVF

percentage increase in Retention

Council in Orlando, April 29 & 30

Local League with the largest number

Money is not attached to PMP

of Supporter (nonmembers) by

(membership fee) and 75% stays with

donation of a minum of $250

local league and 25% goes to LWVF

Super Star Local League with largest increase in

Local League will be listed as a Host

Susan B. Anthony members with a

Committee for a year at all LWVF

minimum incrase of 5%

events

So let's get out there and help spread the League's message by recruiting new members!
Ask your neighbors, your relatives, your co-workers, your hairdresser, your dry-cleaner, the
person in line next to you at the grocery store . . . . Don't be shy!!!

Voter Deadline
The next Voter will be the May Voter. The deadline for submission of material is
April 26. Please e-mail your material to lgdavis75@gmail.com.

Membership Form
Name

___________________________ Phone (home)

Address___________________________

__________________

Phone (mobile)___________________

___________________________ E-mail__________________________
Please Circle Annual Membership
Level:

Please circle all topics

(May 1, 2016- April 30, 2017)

that interest you

$150.00 Susan B. Anthony household

___________

membership

Voter Services
Hot Topics

___________

Local Government

$100.00 Susan B. Anthony membership

Publicity
___________

$ 90.00 Household membership

Communications
Education

___________
$ 60.00 Individual membership

Health Care
Membership

___________
$ 30.00 Student membership

Lobby Corps
Program

___________
I am enclosing $5.00 for LWVF Lobby
Fund

Hospitality/Events
Fundraising

___________

Sustainability/Natural
Resources

Additional gift to LWVUS Education Fund ___________

TOTAL:
Please make all checks payable to LWV of Tallahassee.
Mail to LWVT, P.O. Box 10216, Tallahassee, FL 32302-2216.
You may also renew/join at www.lwvtallahassee.org.
There is a $2.00 charge for using PayPal.

LWVT Board of Directors 2014-2015
Kathy Winn, President
Chair, Health Care
766-2612(m)

Elizabeth Holifield (E 2014--16)

Rebecca Sager (E 2015--17)

574-2792(h), 556-8548(m)

Co-Chair, Voter Services

lizholifield@yahoo.com

219-9966(h); 294-9871(m)
rsager@music.org

kathywinnclan@embarqmail.com
Carol Weissert (E 2015--17)

Maggie Lawrence(E 2014--16)

297-0111(h)

339-3398

carolweissert@gmail.com

madoublegie@gmail.com

Jessica Lowe-Minor, Secretary

Linda Davis (E 2015--17)

Margie Thomas (2014--16)

228-3646

Voter Editor

Chair, Education Study & Action

jessica.a.lowe@gmail.com

878-7320(h); 559-0935(m)

270-9750(h)

lgdavis75@gmail.com

margie.thomas2010@comcast.net

Janet Findling (A)

Cornelius Ann Floyd-Lucas (A)

Co-Chair, Voter Services

878-5625

ramsey020@comcast.net

942-2291(h)

cfloydlucas@yahoo.com

Erin Edwards (A)

Teri Cleeland (A)

Richard Polangin (A)

Webmaster

668-6383(h); 703-201-1391(m)

224-4206(h); 273-2733(m)

Vice President
(Office currently vacant)

Peggy Ramsey, Treasurer
386-7589(h)

janetfindling@comcast.net

419-5546

tcleeland@embarqmail.com

richardpolangin@hotmail.com

erinedwards22@comcast.net

Off-Board Specialists
Joan Kanan

Dot Skofronick

Chair, Local Government

Chair, Climate & Sustainability

294-7763

222-8544

JoanKanan03@yahoo.com

dsjs@embarqmail.com

